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Fans of ‘90s hip hop and anime shouldn’t miss Stephane Metayer’s indie graphic novel Tephlon Funk.
Recently released by Dark Horse, the book centers on four individuals, all from different walks of life,
who are somehow connected. Metayer recently published art books for the series as well as a vinyl

release for the soundtrack with Fat Jon (Samurai Champloo).

Created by Stephane Metayer, this comic book was inspired by manga and ‘90s hip-hop culture. It
focuses on fourteen-year-old Inez Jozlyn, who finds herself in the middle of a drug conflict after being
helped by a mysterious man. Alongside this man, a female cop, and a sword-wielding bartender, Inez

will work to keep this drug from spreading across the city.

Many will know the Ample Soul Physician via his beats 'n' rhymes for Cincinnati rap clique Five Deez or
the lush sci-fi soul grooves of Samurai Champloo, the anime series he scored alongside cult Japanese
producer Nujabes or perhaps you've checked out his beat tapes for the NYC-based Tephlon Funk manga
series or one of his eight solo albums, which run the gamut between celestial moods, warm and cinematic

boom-bap and blunted downtempo.
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| first came up with the idea back in 2004 when | was still in high school. The story has evolved a lot
over the years. However, the core elements have remained mostly the same. | actually didn’t meet David
Tako until late 2013 when | contacted him on behance.com not long afterwards David’s good friend Nico
Safe joined the comic out of love for the hip hop aesthetics. Up until that point, | was writing, designing
and drawing everything myself. | also did a soundtrack with Fat Jon from Samurai Champloo. Last week,
it reached over two milion streams on Spotify.

| actually got a lot of the influence from both Spike Lee’s 1995 fim Clockers and Larry Clark’s KIDS. The
anime that inspired me was Lupin the 3rd, Perfect Blue and Memories.



It’s such a natural combination that always blends two different cultures so perfectly. They’re both disciplines
in the arts that help people express themselves. However, | would like to see more Black anime series out there.

| feel as though that fan base is largely ignored despite there being so many talented Black artists out there.

Arthell Isom and Henry Thurlow from D’ART Shtaijio offered their services to animate the teaser and | figured
why not? | was hoping that the teaser would help bring more attention to the project. It kind of backfired and

everyone just assumed that the anime was in production and on its way

Over the last three years, 've met with and spoke to several production companies that were going to fund the
series. Unfortunately, the pandemic hit, everything tumed upside down and now we’re back to square one. As a

Black creator, | believe that stories like Tephlon Funk need to happen. | feel as though we’re still not being heard.

| would love for Tephlon Funk to one day become an anime series. | hope that other Black artists and creators can

aspire to create their own world and stories, that’s something | definitely want to see more of.



SEE YOU LATER HOMEBOY...
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